
Course Description

I hope we as students grow in our usage and

interpretation of various qualitative methods of

educational research (i.e. participant observation,

surveys, interview, focus groups, etc.), as well as read

and write about such research.

This course will particularly focus on the contributions

of African and African diasporic writers to think

expansively through Black feminist ethics and practices

in education research. The syllabus as constructed

reflects my disciplinary training in anthropology, and

consequently, we’ll spend a lot of time with

ethnography and interrogating ‘discipline’. The course

is designed to present dialogic and multivocal pathways

to thinking through the following: What can a school

be? How do we differentiate school (the institution) vs.

schooling as a process?

Course Organization and Participant

Expectations

We meet twice a week. I’ll start our Tuesdays off with a lecture generally no more than

20 minutes; this will contextualize the ethnographies and supporting texts that we work

through, and connect to our week’s methodological frame. Thursdays we may have

speakers, excursions, presentations of individual and/or group work. Readings can be

found in the bookstore and online.



Required Readings (in order of appearance)

● Decolonizing Marxism: Essays from the Pan-African Revolution by Walter

Rodney

● Dust Tracks on a Road: An Autobiography by Zora Neale Hurston

● Outsider Within: Reworking Anthropology in the Global Age by Faye V.

Harrison

● Lower Ed: The Troubling Rise of For-Profit Colleges in the New Economy by

Tressie McMillan Cottom

● Ghosts in the Schoolyard: Racism and School Closings on Chicago’s South Side

by Eve L. Ewing

● Progressive Dystopia: Abolition, Antiblackness, and Schooling in San Francisco

by Savannah Shange

● Joy and Pain: A Story of Black Life and Liberation in Five Albums by Damien

M. Sojoyner

● Sexual Citizens: A Landmark Study of Sex, Power, and Assault on Campus by

Jennifer S. Hirsch and Shamus Khan

● Dear Science and Other Stories by Katherine McKittrick

About Maurice

I’m an early-career educator who is an alum of the Bi-College Education program (the

pre-major days). I majored in English literature av

MҐ Khan
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I’m convinced citations are used as a way of keeping different disciplines and writers

from speaking to one another. Due to the interdisciplinarity of this course, I will

welcome the use of any of the following citation styles, as long as you are consistent and

adhere to the conventions of the form. (MLA, Chicago, or APA).

Just as important as “use

/inside/offices-services/access-services
/inside/offices-services/writing-center


Scholarly Journal review

What are the major peer-reviewed scholarly journals in your field of interest, whether print or

digital? What research trends have been most noticeable over the past 5 years? How might such

developments inform your own research trajectory?

For this exercise, you’ll select one scholarly journal and study its profile for a 3-5 year run. What

key trends have taken the lead? Why might that be the case? How might you angle the research

questions you care about for a potential submission to this journal?

Write a brief 3-5 page summary of your findings and share with the class.

Prospectus

Your prospectus will include an acknowledgement, family tree, abstract, your central research

questions, a brief literature review and/or annotated bibliography, followed by an appendix,

which could include, but is not to a tentative research schedule, list of interview/focus group,

survey data, and IRB approvals. 8-10 pages. We’ll formally discuss and finalize this more as a

class during our foundation unit.

Foundations

Week 1 Sept. 5, 7

Ogbu, John U. “School Ethnography: A Multilevel Approach.” Anthropology & Education

Quarterly 12, no. 1 (1981): 3–29.
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/3216214


https://culanth.org/fieldsights/teaching-ethnographic-methods-with-progressive-dystopia
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/teaching-ethnographic-methods-with-progressive-dystopia


https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/L/bo17607504.html

https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/E/bo125287235.html

https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/S/bo7878001.html

How to Think Like an Anthropologist

https://pushoutfilm.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoop_Dreams

https://www.amazon.com/Most-Likely-Succeed-Brian-Cesson/dp/B07F7ZQRQQ

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Care_Based_Methodologies/Eu1UEAAA

QBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=philadelphia+school+ethnography&printsec=frontcov

er

Journals

American Educational Research Journal (link)

American Journal of Education (link)

Anthropology and Education Quarterly (link)

Ethnography and Education (link)

Journal of Early Childhood Research (link)

Journal of Education (link)

Sociology of Education (link)

The Journal of Educational Research (link)

The Journal of Higher Education (link)

Youth and Society (link)

https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/L/bo17607504.html
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/E/bo125287235.html
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/S/bo7878001.html
https://pushoutfilm.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoop_Dreams
https://www.amazon.com/Most-Likely-Succeed-Brian-Cesson/dp/B07F7ZQRQQ
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Care_Based_Methodologies/Eu1UEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=philadelphia+school+ethnography&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Care_Based_Methodologies/Eu1UEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=philadelphia+school+ethnography&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Care_Based_Methodologies/Eu1UEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=philadelphia+school+ethnography&printsec=frontcover
https://journals.sagepub.com/aims-scope/AER
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/journals/aje/about
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/15481492/aims-and-scope/read-full-aims-and-scope
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?show=aimsScope&journalCode=reae20
https://journals.sagepub.com/aims-scope/ECR
https://journals.sagepub.com/description/JEX
https://www.jstor.org/journal/socieduc
https://journals.sagepub.com/description/JEX
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?show=aimsScope&journalCode=uhej20
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/yas

